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Viewing  cable  04COLOMBO11,  Ambassador  delivers  Secretary  Powell's  letter  to  President  Kumaratunga 

If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to  discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent,  and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes  information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject,  references  to  other  cables  (browse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or 
additional  comment.  This  is  followed  by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article  as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference  number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also 
possible  by  copying  the  appropriate  link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like  Twitter  with  the  hash  tags 
#cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #04COLOMBOll. 

Reference  ID  Created  Released  Classification  Origin 

04COLOMBO 1 1 2004-0 1 -05  1 1 : 1 5 20 1 1 -08-30  0 1 :44  CONFIDENTIAL  Embassy  Colombo 
Appears  in  these  articles: 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/the-india-cables/articlel551Q29.ece 

This  record  is  a partial  extract  of  the  original  cable.  The  full  text  of  the  original  cable  is  not  available. 

CONFIDENTIAL  SECTION  01  OF  03  COLOMBO  000011 
SIPDIS 

DEPARTMENT  FOR  SA,  SA/INS,  S/CT 
DEPARTMENT  PLEASE  ALSO  PASS  TOPEC 
NSC  FOR  E.  MILLARD 

E.O.  12958:  DECL:  01-05-14 

TAGS:  PGOV  PREL  PINS  CE  IN  LTTE 

SUBJECT:  Ambassador  delivers  Secretary  Powell's  letter  to  President  Kumaratunga 

Refs:  (A)  03  Colombo  2200 

(B)  03  State  348254 

(U)  Classified  by  Ambassador  Jeffrey  J.  Lunstead.  Reasons  1.5  (b,  d) . 

^1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  Ambassador  delivered  Secretary  Powell's  letter  to  President  Kumaratunga  on  Jan  2.  Ambassador  urged  President  to  seek  soluti 

^2.  (C)  Ambassador  called  on  President  Chandrika  Kumaratunga  (CBK)  on  Friday,  January  2 to  deliver  letter  from  Secretary  Powell  (Ref  B).  (Amt 

SIPDIS  said  it  was  necessary  to  clarify  responsibilities  so  that  the  peace  process  could  resume. 

^3.  (C)  President  asked  that  Ambassador  convey  her  thanks  to  the  Secretary  for  his  letter  and  to  wish  him  a speedy  recovery.  She  said  that  st 

^4.  (C)  In  the  meantime,  she  said,  the  LTTE  had  contacted  her  several  times  to  tell  her  that  they  were  willing  to  negotiate  with  her.  She  hac 

^5.  (C)  Ambassador  said  that  the  PM  had  told  him  that  he  was  willing  to  compromise  with  her,  and  that  he  was  not  insisting  that  she  have  ""onl 
^6.  (C)  Ambassador  then  recalled  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  conversation,  he  had  mentioned  the  bold  steps  she  had  taken  to  deal  with  the  thi 
INDIAN  HIGH  COMMISSIONER  DISTURBED 

^7.  (C)  Ambassador  also  spoke  Jan  2 to  Indian  High  Commissioner  Sen,  who  has  been  working  this  issue  actively  with  the  PM  and  the  President. 

UNP  HARDLINER  LOOKING  FOR  CONFRONTATION 

^8.  (C)  Ambassador  also  had  a short  telephone  conversation  Jan  2 with  Trade  Minister,  and  UNP  hard-  liner,  Ravi  Karunanayake . Ravi  said  that 

LETTERS  GO  PUBLIC 

^9.  (C)  Ambassador  told  both  PM  and  President  that  we  did  not  intend  to  release  the  letters,  but  that  they  could  do  so  if  they  wanted  to.  It 

COMMENT 

^10.  (C)  We  believe  that  there  is  still  an  opportunity  for  a solution,  but  that  if  there  is  to  be  one,  it  will  have  to  involve  some  real  divis 

END  COMMENT. 

^11.  (U)  Minimize  considered. 


LUNSTEAD 


